usually followed by infection and death. Early treatment by reimplantation is vital.
Cystography also demonstrated leaks in 2 cases with the important distinction that they occurred from the cystotomy site after removal of the ureteric catheter. This is a valuable distinction, for such bladder leaks heal readily and do not have a serious prognosis.
Filling defects due to clot or debris were shown in 3 cases but no actual blockage has been demonstrated.
Micturating cystography demonstrated reflux in 3 cases. Direct implantation of the donor ureter into the bladder has been cited as a cause for this occurrence.
Complications of therapy often occur. In 3 cases steroid therapy has resulted in bone changes. In one case wedging of vertebre with osteoporosis was seen. In 2 cases aseptic necrosis of the femoral heads occurred. In one case this led to complete collapse of the femoral heads requiring ultimate replacement by Austin-Moore prostheses.
Obscure and unusual infections may also occur, such as aspergillosis, cytomegalic inclusion disease, Candida albicans and, as in one of our cases, Pneumocystis carinii.
Inferior Vena Cavography after Partial Caval Occlusion [Summary]
by M J Turner MRCPEd FFR (Torbay Hospital, Torquay) Partial surgical occlusion of the inferior vena cava (IVC) either by plication or vena caval clip has been undertaken in 39 patients to prevent pulmonary embolism.
In our hospital pulmonary embolism was found to occur in about 10% of patients who had undergone laparotomy for advanced abdominal malignancy. For this reason, during laparotomy on such patients, partial occlusion of the IVC was performed prophylactically in 35 cases. In the other 4 patients the reason for operation was a history of repeated pulmonary emboli.
The post-operative condition of the IVC has been studied in each case by means of cavography and in some cases by autopsy. In approximately four-fifths of the patients the IVC has been patent, though significantly narrowed as a result of the operation; in the remaining one-fifth caval obstruction has been demonstrated.
With obstruction of the IVC or one of the large veins such as the common iliac, three radiological signs have been seen on the cavograms: (1) Failure of opacification of the vein: It has been shown that very similar appearances may result, whether obstruction is due to internal thrombosis or to extrinsic pressure from malignant masses.
(2) Filling defect in the vein (due to thrombus or embolus): These filling defects are characteristically smooth and longitudinal and may be outlined by a thin layer of contrast medium at the periphery of the vessel. (3) Extensive filling of collateral veins: The collaterals commonly seen include the ascending lumbar veins, vertebral plexuses, pelvic veins, veins of the abdominal wall and of the azygos system. Extreme dilatation of the ovarian veins occurs quite frequently, their size being sufficient to bring a risk of transmission of lethal emboli in spite of total caval obstruction. With the passage of time collaterals tend to become reduced in number but of larger size. Venous recanalization has been demonstrated on serial cavograms.
Conclusion
The effectiveness of the operation of partial caval occlusion, whether by plication or caval clip, is shown. There is little doubt that these procedures achieve their object in reducing the caval diameter and lessening the likelihood of pulmonary embolism, with less circulatory disturbance than occurs after vena caval ligation.
[For a full report see Turner M J & Gardner A M N, 1968, Brit. J. Radiol. 41 (in press Drip infusion cholangiography is not a new concept. In 1930 Case was reporting over 4,000 patients in whom he had used drip infusion technique. Antonucci recommended the use of a glucose solution as a vehicle for the contrast in 1932. In 1953 the use of iodipamide (Biligrafin) was reported as an intravenous contrast medium. The poor definition obtained of the biliary tree with this contrast has led many workers to try the effect of larger doses of the medium. However, as Samuel (1957) pointed out, giving large doses of iodipamide only leads to a larger excretion of the contrast by the kidney and the amount excreted through the liver does not increase. This renal excretion shadow may be confusing in the interpretation of the films.
We set out to see how we could provoke the liver to excrete a larger amount of contrast. Very little is known of the relationship between hepatic
